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Objective: This study examines the historical trajectory of the "Neo-Mu'tazila"
discourse within Western scholarship from the late 19th to the early 21st
century. By evaluating seven foundational Western texts—including Thomas
Hildebrandt’s Neo-Mu'tazilismus—the research seeks to clarify the rationale
behind categorizing certain modern Muslim thinkers under this label, define
their core intellectual characteristics, and detail the contributions of key
Western scholars to this historiographical movement.

Method(s): Employing a literature-based, descriptive-analytical approach, the
study analyzes seven major Western books and articles that utilize the "Neo-
Mu'tazila" taxonomy. It systematically reviews and compares the interpretive
frameworks of scholars such as Goldziher, Michel, Abd al-Raziq, Caspar,
Khalid, Schoen, Martin, Woodward, and Hildebrandt, tracing how Western
academia conceptualized modern Islamic rationalism and documented its
historical development over time.

Result(s): The findings indicate that Western scholarship designated these
thinkers "Neo-Mu'tazila" primarily due to their methodological, rational, and
objective convergences with the classical Mu'tazilite school. Key defining
features identified include an emphasis on human free will, pluralism, social
and political responsibility, optimism toward progress, and the integration of
modern scientific epistemology. Additionally, the results highlight the active
role Western scholars played in editing classical texts and promoting modern
rationalist discourse.

Conclusions: The study concludes that the Western categorization of "Neo-
Mu'tazila" serves as a vital analytical lens for understanding the revival of
rationalism in modern Islamic thought. Beyond merely labeling a contemporary
movement, Western scholarship actively shaped its trajectory by rediscovering
classical Mu'tazilite literature and validating modern Muslim efforts toward
intellectual reform, human agency, and scientific alignment.
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