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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Research Paper Objective: This study aims to resolve the biographical and bibliographical
confusion surrounding two historical figures named "al-Mufaddal" and clarify
the true authorship, reliability, and compilation details of the esoteric text al-

Article history: Haft wa al-Azilla. By distinguishing al-Mufaddal ibn Umar al-Ju’fi from al-
Received: 7 October 2025 Mufaddal al-Sayrafi, the research seeks to re-evaluate al-Ju'fi's scholarly and
Received in revised form: 1 December 2025 hadith status while providing a comparative assessment of the book's published
Accepted: 18 May 2026 editions.

Available online: 22 July 2026 Method(s): Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study utilizes

classical biographical lexicons (Rijal) and bibliographical indices (Faharis) to
examine the identities, ideological affiliations, and transmission networks of
both figures. It analyzes the content, mystical-esoteric themes, and exegesis
within al-Haft wa al-Azilla, alongside a comparative examination of its two
primary published editions to determine its attribution and historical dating.
Result(s): The findings demonstrate that al-Mufaddal ibn Umar al-Ju’fi, a
highly reputable companion of Imam al-Sadiq (AS), is a distinct individual
from al-Mufaddal al-Sayrafi, a known extremist (Ghali). Despite gaining a
following among Shia esoteric sects, al-Ju’fi remains a reliable authority to
whom al-Haft wa al-Azilla (also known as al-Haft al-Sharif) is uniquely
attributed, though the text itself exhibits typical textual transmission layers
requiring critical validation

Conclusions: Philosophical hermeneutics enriches traditional exegetical
heritage rather than undermining its authenticity, demonstrating that historical
distance fosters continuous interpretive renewal. By bridging classical Islamic
methodology with modern hermeneutic flexibility, this study establishes a
dynamic model capable of addressing contemporary existential and epistemic
inquiries. Ultimately, the research confirms that Quranic exegesis remains an
evolving dialogical encounter, safeguarding the absolute sanctity and semantic
unity of the divine text while continuously animating its meaning within the
shifting horizons of human experience.
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