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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Research Paper Objective: This study challenges the assumption that Shia narrative
commentaries (Tafasir al-Riwa’iyya) are non-interpretive (non-ijtihadi) by
examining the selective citation of the "deep-thinking people" hadith in the

Article history: exegesis of Surah al-Tawhid and Surah al-Hadid. Through this analysis, it seeks

Received: 22 Septmber 2025 to demonstrate that commentators exercised ijtihad via text selection, while

Received in revised form: 8 December 2025 uncovering the historical and epistemological factors driving divergent citation
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practices between early and late scholars.

Method(s): Employing a comparative-analytical approach based on author-
centered hermeneutics and contextual analysis, the research examines the
inclusion or omission of the hadith across Shia narrative commentaries. It
evaluates how evolving compilation contexts, shifts between rationalist
(‘aglani) and traditionalist (naqlani) epistemologies, and growing
eschatological interest influenced the exegetes' editorial choices.

Result(s): The findings reveal a marked divergence: early commentators
omitted the hadith, whereas later scholars highlighted it prominently. This shift
stems from changing compilation motives, heightened rationalist-traditionalist
tensions in later periods, and increased focus on eschatology. Thus, the results
prove that narrative commentators actively employed selective citation as an
ijtihadi mechanism to convey specific hermeneutical stances.

Conclusions: The study concludes that Shia narrative commentaries are
inherently ijtihadi works where authors actively shaped theological discourse
through curated traditions. Ultimately, the transition from early omission to late
adoption of the "deep-thinking people" hadith demonstrates how narrative
exegesis dynamically adapted to shifting epistemological paradigms and
eschatological priorities in Shia thought..
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