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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Research Paper Objective: This research aims to provide a critical analytical study of this
hadith from both isnaadic (sanad) and textual (matn) perspectives, offering a

systematic comparison between two primary scholarly orientations: the

Article history: approach that identifies the narration as mudtarib (disrupted/shaken) and thus
Received: 20 September 2025 invalid for evidentiary use, and the approach that authenticates it, adhering to
Received in revised form: 12 December its literal theological surface.

2025 Method(s): The study tracks the transmission paths of the hadith within

Accepted:18 May 2026

Available online: 22 July 2026 primary sources, analyzing its chains of transmission and the reliability of its

narrators according to the criteria of Ilm al-Rijal. Furthermore, it examines the
text of the hadith, specifically the phrases "Where is Allah?" (Ayna Allah?) and
"In the heavens" (fi al-sama'), elucidating their connotations in light of
linguistic rules, the higher objectives of Sharia (maqasid), and theological
discourse.

Result(s): The findings indicate that the significant variation in the wording of
the narrations and the discrepancies among its transmitters denote a clear state

Keywords: of idtirab (disruption), rendering it unsuitable as a proof-text for creedal matters
Hadith al-Jariyah, (masail al-i'tiqad) according to many scholars. Moreover, the study
Traditionary Disruption demonstrates that the reference to "the heavens" cannot be interpreted as
(Idtirab), denoting direction (jiha) or physical location (makan), as this contradicts the
Sanad and Matn, principle of divine transcendence (tanzih) upheld by the majority of Muslim
Divine Transcendence theologians, traditionists, and jurists; rather, it is to be understood as a metaphor
(Tanzih), for loftiness and sublime status, not physical occupancy.

Hermeneutic Interpretation Conclusions: The research concludes by emphasizing the perils of relying on
(Ta’wil). the literalism of texts that imply anthropomorphism (tashbih) or spatiality,

asserting the necessity of interpreting them in a manner befitting the majesty of
Almighty God, while discussing the primary theological implications arising
from the divergent understandings of this hadith between the two schools.
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