Qird’atuna

(Our Reading)

Ty 2 sl s

Our Reading (A Hermeneutical Inquiry into Religious Texts Between Heritage and
Modernity), Vol. 1, Issuel, Series 1, 2026.

Philosophical Rationalism according to Avicenna and
Historicism according to Hegel in the Interpretation of
the Concepts of Tawhid: A Comparative Study

Maryam Sharif Poor!™

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Islamic Azad University of Medical
Sciences, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: m.sharifpoor@jiau.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type: Research Paper

Article history:

Received: 30 December 2025
Received in revised form: 4 May 2026
Accepted:18 May 2026

Available online: 22 July 2026

Keywords:

tawhid,

Avicenna,

Hegel,

philosophical rationalism,
historicism,

Qur’anic exegesis

Objective: The objective of this study is to examine the problematic
relationship between philosophical rationalism and historicism in interpreting
the concepts of tawhid. By juxtaposing Avicenna's metaphysics of the
"Necessary Being" with Hegel's concept of historicity, the research analyzes
how their distinct e]})]istemological and ontological assumptions influence the
hermeneutics of tawhidic verses. Ultimately, through a case study of Surah al-
Ikhlas (Say: He is Allah, [who is] One), it seeks to determine the interpretive
consequences of each approach and propose a balanced conceptual framework.
Method(s): The study utilizes an analytical-comparative methodology centered
on original philosophical texts alongside an exegetical case study of Quran
112:1.1t contrasts Avicenna's rationalist paradigm with Hegelian historicism to
evaluate how each system accounts for the stability and evolution of theological
meaning. Through "this comparative lens, the research critical-analytically
examines the epistemological trade-offs between metaphysical fixity and
contextual dynamism, assessing the feasibility of integrating both perspectives
into a unified interpretive framework.

Result(s): The findings reveal that Avicennan rationalism guarantees
conceptual fixity and prevents semantic relativism by emphasizing the
metaphysical simplicity of tawhid, though it struggles to explain historical
variations in human understanding. Conversely, Hegelian historicism enables a
dynamic, contextual reading of re %gious concepts, yet risks com{gromisin% the
agsolute stability of tawhid when failing to delineate the truth of tawhid from
its historical perception. Consequently, the analysis demonstrates that both
isolated paradigms exhibit distinct epistemological limitations.

Conclusions: The study concludes that neither pure Avicennan rationalism nor
unmitigated Hegelian historicism provides a fully adequate framework for
interpreting tawhidic concepts in isolation. It advocates for a limited, critical
integration that preserves the immutable, transcendent reality of tawhid while
simultaneously acknowledging the historical and contextual nature of human
understanding. Ultimately, this synthesized approach establishes a balanced
hermeneutical model that secures doctrinal stability without denying the
evolutionary trajectory of religious comprehension.
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